MCMI–III:

Table 1

Validity Scales

	Scale

	Raw
score
	Result
	Measured test-taking response style

	Omissionsa

	0
	Valid

	Responding to a sufficient number of items according to test instructions.

	Invalidityb
	0
	Questionably valid
	Honesty and accuracy in responding to item content.

	Inconsistencyc
	0
	Invalid

	Reliability in responding to item content.



aOmissions are items which remained unanswered; 0 to 11 = valid; 12 to 175 = invalid.
bItems on this scale indicate grossly bizarre symptoms infrequently endorsed by non-clinical and clinical samples; 0 = valid, 1 = questionably valid, 2 to 3 = invalid.  cThis scale measures the frequency with which items of similar content were answered in a contradictory fashion; 0 to 9 = valid; 10 and higher = invalid.  

There is satisfactory evidence of sufficiency, honesty, accuracy, and consistency in responding.  In these respects, the Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns diagnostic scales are deemed valid.

The Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns diagnostic scales are of questionable validity due to possible dishonesty and inaccuracy/inconsistency in responding to item content.  Therefore, the MCMI–III results shall be interpreted as valid only when corroborated by other available reliable and valid test data, including probative information gleaned from the diagnostic interview.

The Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns diagnostic scales are invalid due to a lack of sufficiency/honesty and accuracy/consistency in responding to item content.  Therefore, the MCMI–III diagnostic results are neither interpreted nor reported.












Table 2

Modifying Indices

	Index

	BR–
score
	Result
	Measured test-taking response style

	Disclosure
	000
	Low
Average
	Willingness to be forthcoming or open in reporting symptoms.

	Desirability

	--
	Moderately high
	Wish to appear overly favorable, morally virtuous, and emotionally stable.

	Debasement

	--
	Extremely high
	Degree to which symptoms are magnified.



Note.  BR = Base Rate.  BR–score range, (percentile range), result: (a) 0 to 34, (0 – 15), low;       (b) 35 to 74, (16 – 74), average; (c) 75 to 84, (75 – 89), moderately high; (d) 85 to 115, (90 – 100), extremely high.   

The Modifying Indices overall results indicate that the Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns scales are valid.  No statistical adjustments to these diagnostic scales BR–scores were necessitated. 

Test-taking response style indicated the presence of .  Statistical adjustments to the BR–scores of the Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns scales were necessitated to enhance diagnostic accuracy and for valid interpretation.  

Test-taking response style indicated the presence of … such that the MCMI–III results are rendered invalid.  Statistical adjustments to the BR–scores of the Clinical Syndromes and Personality Patterns scales would not enhance diagnostic accuracy sufficiently for valid interpretation.  Therefore, the MCMI–III diagnostic results are neither interpreted nor reported.

Table 3						

Clinical Syndromes			

	Scale
                      
	BR– scorea      
	Measured symptoms

	Thought Disorder
	000
	Disorganized, fragmented, confused, or bizarre thinking; hallucinations; delusions; inappropriate affect.

	Delusional Disorder
	--
	Delusional thinking, especially delusions of persecution and grandiosity; intense hypervigilance constituting paranoia.

	Bipolar Manic 
	--
	Frequent mood swings; flight of ideas; pressured speech; excessive energy; unrealistic and expansive goals; impulsivity.

	Major Depression
	--
	Severe sadness; feeling worthless; fatigue; lack of interests; sleep and appetite disturbance; withdrawal; possible suicidal ideation.

	Dysthymia
	--
	Apathetic; pessimistic; socially withdrawn; preoccupied with feelings of inadequacy; can manage daily affairs.

	(Generalized) Anxiety 
	--
	Chronic apprehension; inability to relax; restless; irritable; muscular tension; insomnia; headaches; palpitations; perspiration.

	Post-Traumatic Stress
	--
	Distressing and intrusive thoughts; flashbacks; startle responses; emotional numbing; anger problems; concentration problems.b

	Alcohol Dependence
	--
	Pattern of alcohol abuse; problematic drinking.c

	Drug Dependence
	--
	Past or current problem with drug dependence; hedonism; self-indulgence; impulsivity; exploitiveness; narcissism.

	Somatoform 
	--
	Chronic bodily complaints; persistent pursuit of medical care despite lack of evidence of physical disorder.



Note.  BR = Base Rate.  0 and 115 are minimum and maximum BR–scores, respectively.          Higher BR–scores generally indicate greater presence of symptoms.           
aNo asterisk = BR–score (0–74) is within normal limits, absence of a disorder; * = BR–score     (75–84) indicates the presence of a disorder, disorder existent but secondary and/or sub-threshold; ** = BR–score (85–115) indicates the prominence of a disorder, disorder considered best-fit and/or paramount.  bIf there is no evidence of trauma in the patient’s history, scores in the disordered range indicate nontraumatic emotional turmoil.  cIf there is no evidence of alcohol abuse, scores in the disordered range indicate the presence of alcoholic personality traits including selfishness, impulsivity, rationalization, aggressiveness, and lack of adherence to societal standards.

Table 4						

Personality Patterns			

	Scale
                      
	BR– scorea    
	Measured maladaptive traits

	
Borderline
	
000
	Intense and unstable relationships; labile emotions; impulsivity; strong dependency needs with fears of abandonment; diffuse identity; splitting (others/self all good or all bad); transient psychoses; self-mutilation.

	
Narcissistic†
	
--
	Extremely self-centered; expecting constant praise and recognition from others; feelings of entitlement; arrogant; conceited; boastful; may appear momentarily charming but exploiting others for self-gain.

	
Antisocial
	
--
	Intimidating; dominating; narcissistic; aggressive; argumentative; vengeful; provoking fear to control others; acting out as main defense; lack of remorse; warmth and intimacy viewed as weakness.

	 
Sadistic ††
	
--
	Flagrantly abusive of others; potential brutal force when angered; dominating; hostile; intimidating; fearless; aggressive; arrogant; touchy; irritable; disagreeable; frequent explosive outbursts.

	
Histrionic
	
--
	Emotionally dramatic; strong needs to be the center of attention; seductive; seeking constant stimulation; emotionally labile; easily excited; emotional outbursts; manipulative; superficial relationships.

	 
Dependent
	
--
	Excessive needs for security, guidance, and direction from others; passive; submissive; conforming; constant need to be nurtured; pacifying and overly compliant to avoid conflict and ensure protection.

	
Avoidant
	
--
	Hypersensitive to rejection and depreciation; fearing and anticipating negative evaluations; conflict between desire to relate and expecting disapproval; cautious detachment; social withdrawal; use of fantasy.

	(Obsessive) Compulsive†
	
--
	Behaviorally rigid; constricted; meticulous; overly conforming and organized; perfectionistic; formal; suppressing resentment toward authority figures; repetitive lifestyle; potential obsessive thoughts.

	
Schizoid
	
--
	Severe relationship deficits; aloofness; introverted; emotionally bland and detached; low need for social contact; requiring little affection; lack of warmth and emotional expression; solitary lifestyle.

	
Schizotypal
	
--
	Ideas of reference; odd beliefs or magical thinking (e.g., telepathy), illusions; vague or tangential speech; excessive social anxiety; paranoid ideation; inappropriate or restricted affect; socially isolated.

	
Paranoid
	
--

	Vigilantly mistrustful and suspicious; belief that people attempt to control and influence in malevolent ways; abrasive; irritable; hostile; belligerent if provoked; rigid and argumentative; accusatory.

	Passive-Aggressive††
	
--
	Moody; irritable; hostile; grumbling; pessimistic; habitually complaining; disgruntled; feeling unappreciated; sulking; passively compliant followed by oppositional and self-defeating behavior.

	Self-Defeating††

	
--
	Excessively self-sacrificing; martyr like; allowing oneself to be taken advantage of, dominated, and mistreated by others in exchange for security and affection; risk for being abused.



Note.  BR = Base Rate.  0 and 115 are minimum and maximum BR–scores, respectively.        Higher BR–scores generally indicate greater presence of symptoms.  † denotes that the scale may measure a personality style versus disorder.  †† the proper DSM–IV–TR diagnosis would be Personality Disorder NOS with the indicated maladaptive traits.  
aNo asterisk = BR–score (0–74) is within normal limits, absence of a disorder; * = BR–score     (75–84) indicates the presence of a disorder, disorder existent but secondary and/or sub-threshold; ** = BR–score (85–115) indicates the prominence of a disorder, disorder considered best-fit and/or paramount.  

