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Functional Behavioral 
Assessment, Diagnosis,
and Treatment
A Complete System for Education and 
Mental Health Settings,
Second Edition
Ennio Cipani, PhD
Keven M. Schock, MA, BCBA

“There are three or four other texts on functional 
analysis. I’ve examined every one and Cipani’s 
is clearly the best. The assessment part is great, 
and I particularly like the “protocol” format for 
interventions. . . . . Were I teaching a seminar to 
clinicians, I think the text would be perfect.”

-Brian A. Iwata, PhD, University of Florida

“I am currently using [this book] for my MA level 
course in Applied Disability Studies.  I love the 
behavior diagnostic system and find the many case 
examples, interview protocols, and intervention plans 
very helpful.”

-Rebecca Ward, Brock University, Canada
From review of the previous edition 

Observational Measurement 
of Behavior 

Paul Yoder, PhD
Frank Symons, PhD

“Yoder and Symons bring decades 
of work to bear and it shows....
[The book is] presented with broad 
scholarship and conceptual depth.”

-Roger Bakeman, PhD
 Professor Emeritus

 Georgia State University

“This outstanding volume transcends the typical 
treatment of behavior observation methods in 
introductory research texts. Yoder and Symons 
articulate a set of measurement principles that serve 
as the foundation for behavior observation as a 
scientific tool.”

-William E. MacLean Jr., PhD
 Executive Director

 Wyoming Institute for Disabilities, University of Wyoming

November 2010 | 340 pp | Softcover | 

978 -0 -8261 -0604 -9  |  $75 .00

February 2010 | 240 pp | Softcover |

978-0-8261-3797-5 | $60.00

“I believe this book is an excellent choice for 
preparing future scientist-practitioners in applied 
behavior analysis or related fields. It is conceptually 
grounded and includes good practical examples 
of the techniques described by the authors. My 
graduate students consistently report that they find 
the book to be very useful and that they will continue 
to reference it throughout their careers.”

-Ada Celeste Harvey, PhD,
Florida Institute of Technology

Now in its second edition, this popular text provides 
a comprehensive approach to functional behavioral 
assessment, a function-based diagnostic classification 
system of the target problem, and functional 
behavioral treatment. This new edition also provides 
a wealth of new case studies, some drawn from the 
authors’ own clinical experiences, in addition to a 
greater analysis of the role of establishing operations 
(EO) and abolishing operations (AO).

An ideal textbook for courses in Applied Behavioral 
Analysis (ABA), this book helps students cultivate an 
in-depth understanding of assessing, diagnosing, and 
treating problem behaviors in a functional
perspective.

This comprehensive textbook introduces 
graduate students to the competent conduct 
of observational research methods and 
measurement. The unique approach of this 
book is that the chapters delineate not only the 
techniques and mechanics of observational 
methods, but also the theoretical and 
conceptual underpinnings of these methods.

The observational methods presented can be 
used for both single-subject and group-design 
perspectives, showing students how and when 
to use both methodologies. In addition, the 
authors provide many practical exercises within 
chapters as well as electronic media files of 
a sample observation session to code with 
multiple behavior sampling methods. 

Key Features:

• �Improving measurement of generalized 
characteristics through direct observation 
and the generalizability theory

• �Developing coding schemes and 
designing or adapting coding manuals

• �Determining sampling methods and 
metrics for observational variables

• �Training observers and assessing their 
agreement

• �Performing sequential analysis on 
observational data

• �Assessing the validity of observational 
variables 

Key Features:

• �Provides a methodology for functional 
behavioral assessment, including 
indirect as well as direct measurement 
techniques such as analogue and in-situ 
methods 

• �Includes innovative recommendations 
for conducting descriptive and trigger 
analyses and discusses how to use them 
in assessment and treatment evaluation

• �Presents a function-based, diagnostic 
classification system for diagnosing 
problem behaviors, as well as a functional 
diagnostic system for assessing the current 
strength of potential replacement
behaviors

• �Includes integrated online ancillary 
materials for students brief narrated 
PowerPoint presentations and video 
lectures–ideal for generating class 
discussions

• �Features an online instructor’s manual, 
including test items and PowerPoint slides 
for use in lectures 
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