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Gerontology in the Era of the 
Third Age 
Implications and Next Steps
Dawn C. Carr, PhD
Kathrin Komp, PhD, Editors

The “Third Age” is described as the period 
in the life course that occurs after retirement 

but prior to the onset of disability, revealing a period in which 
individuals have the capacity to remain actively engaged. 
This book proposes new ways of thinking about how we 
conceptualize the life course, think about the role of the welfare 
state in the lives of older people, negotiate social roles in 
later life, make meaning of our lives as we age, and cultivate 
relationships with others during later life. It brings together 
theoretical concepts and frameworks, methodological advances, 
and emerging themes and controversies that are redefining 
gerontology in the era of the Third Age. Highlighting important 
issues that warrant further exploration and discussion, this book 
advances our understanding of the Third Age and focuses 
attention on critical issues that should be addressed in future 
Third Age research and scholarly development.  

Key Features:

• �Includes up-to-date description and analysis of the Third 
Age as a concept, life phase, and social status. 

• �Addresses multiple perspectives to illustrate the impact of 
the Third Age on the way we examine later life.

• �Uses disciplinary perspectives such as social policy, 
demography, gerontology, sociology, social work, 
anthropology, and social psychology.

• �Examines mechanisms that stratify the older population in 
the context of the Third Age.

Aging, Society, and the
Life Course
Fourth Edition
Leslie A. Morgan, PhD
Suzanne R. Kunkel, PhD

This is a comprehensive textbook for both 
undergraduate and graduate level courses, 
detailing the impact of societal forces on 
the aging process. The book focuses on the 

diversity of the older population, examining it from micro/macro 
perspectives in order to understand aging and the life course as 
social phenomena.

This latest edition examines significant changes in the field 
of social gerontology, such as the paradigms of aging and 
the life course, the baby boomer cohorts as they approach 
retirement and later life, the growing interest in global aging, 
and civic engagement. This text encourages students to examine 
aging from personal, familial, community, societal and global 
perspectives, including both the positive and negative realities of 
aging.

Key Features:

• �Provides websites of interest at the end of each chapter.

• �Presents provocative essays on love, sex, music, medicine, 
and crime to further expand on chapter contents.

• �Provides review questions and key terms as study guides 
at the end of each chapter.

Dr. Morgan has 27 years of experience in teaching and 
research in aging and has published on a variety of topics, from 
economic well-being and family relationships to assisted living. 
She has been principal or coprincipal investigator on several 
NIH-funded studies of life in assisted living, examining the quality 
of resident experience and transitions among residents, along 
with her coauthors of this book. 

Dr. Kunkel has 20 years of experience in research and teaching 
in gerontology and is the recipient of the 2006 Outstanding 
Gerontology Educator Award.

The Aging Networks   
A Guide to Programs and 
Services,
Seventh Edition
Kelly Niles-Yokum, PhD, MPA
Donna L. Wagner, PhD

Revised and updated to include the most 
current information concerning later-life 

care, this seventh edition provides students and practitioners with 
a detailed overview of federal, state, and local programs and 
services for older people with cognitive, physical, and social 
needs. It also examines new and emerging needs and interests of 
older adults and what measures are being taken to address them.

Assisted Living 
Administration and 
Management
Effective Practices and Model 
Programs in Elder Care
Darlene Yee-Melichar, EdD, CHES
Andrea Renwanz Boyle, DNSc, RN, BC
Cristina Flores, PhD, RN

This landmark reference, for assisted living and senior housing 
administrators as well as graduate students, contains the most 
practical guidelines for operating assisted living facilities. It 
offers advice on hiring and training staff, architecture and 
space management, and more.

Ethics, Aging, and Society  
The Critical Turn
Martha B. Holstein, PhD
Jennifer A. Parks, PhD
Mark H. Waymack, PhD

This book presents second-generation issues in 
ethics, aging, and society by presenting critical 
outcomes that arise when ethics is applied to 

the practical concerns that occur in day-to-day elder care.
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